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Descriptive and Experimental Designs in Research
In research, every researcher conducting a study must always identify the nest research method as well as the research design that will he/she will adopt for his research. A research design is a method or procedure that is used in the collection and analyzation of measures of the variables that have been specified in a research problem. The choice of research depends on the duration of the study, as well as the participants, place the cost as well. The type of research, however, sometimes dictates the research design that can be utilized. In conducting criminal justice research, the researchers need to choose the model that will be able to obtain data regarding what the research wants to investigate. Cybercrime is a criminal justice issue that has been in the increase in the recent past. In efforts to establish reasons why cybercrime is increasing, as a researcher, there is a need to select research designs that will enable you to get enough data on cybercrime. Thus, in investigating cybercrime and cybersecurity, one can opt to use the descriptive and exploratory or experimental research designs. 
The descriptive research design involves other subtypes that are all applicable in criminal justice research. It involves a case study, observation, as well as a survey. Surveys as a descriptive design study are the best method in conducting cybercrime and cybersecurity study in criminal justice. Surveys form the appropriate method for the study of the general concerns for personal safety and fear. Surveys are suited since the victims can be interviewed directly as they can be asked to fill well-structured questionnaires. Cybercrime and cybersecurity concerns involve the attitudes and the opinions of people and thus, it can be easy to study the trends in cybercrime through surveys. 
Notwithstanding, the experimental or explorative study designs can as well be used in cybercrime studies. Explorative designs are of more concern when there is a lack of previous information on the issue under study. However, experimental designs also form another primary method that can be used in this cybercrime research. Experimental research provides a blueprint of the procedure that facilitates control of all the factors that can affect cybercrime as a research issue by the researcher. By doing so, the researcher can then be able to determine or as well predict what is likely to occur. 
The two study design has multiple strengths as well as weaknesses. When analyzing, descriptive designs, the present with many strengths as compared to weaknesses. For instance, many advantages can be accrued to the use of surveys as a descriptive study design as compared to its weakness. Descriptive research obtains information about the current status of concern or phenomena, and it can describe what is existing concerning the conditions. The individual that has been affected by cybercrime can be assessed surveys, and the exact of what happened can be formulated. However, descriptive designs can be associated with a weakness despite their prevalent strengths. One of the weakness that is associated with this type of design is that it cannot conclusively ascertain the answers as to why the phenomena are happening. In this case, despite the design being able to formulate what is happening to the victims, it is not easy to establish the motive behind the instances of cybercrime and cybersecurity.
Conclusively, cybercrime, and cybersecurity can be carried out using the two types of designs that I have mentioned. Descriptive research is the most appropriate of all the designs that can be considered in this research. However, despite its usefulness, it can also be associated with some weakness, even though they cannot hinder the carrying out of the research study. Cybercrime and cybersecurity are rising critical issues in the criminal justice system that need to be identified and ways of preventing them formulated. 
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